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BY ZUZANNA KAMINSKA

Gabriela Mudlaff 

LUXURY INTERIOR DESIGNER. EXPERT IN VACATION RENTALS AND A POLISH WOMAN

SUCCESSFUL IN THE UNITED STATES
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A SUCCESSFUL WOMAN
IN THE CITY OF ANGELS

You are the founder of MC Design, a 
company designing luxurious interiors. 
How  did  You  manage  to  fulfil  the  dreams 
of operating such a thriving business? 

Dreams  do  come  true  and  MC  Design  is  the 
living  proof  of  it.  By  dreaming,  we  create  the 
reality  we want.  Our  imagination knows  no 
limits and  our hearts  start bearing the love to 
the  new.  Once  we  have  the  perfect  image  of 
what  we  want  to  achieve,  we  enter  the  most 
difficult stage called ‘the actual implementation 
of our plans’. That’s where the problems begin. 
All we can hear now is ‘Do You really want to 
do it?’, ‘You can’t’, ‘Relax’. And all of a sudden, 
what  we  so  believe  in  becomes  impossible  to 
achieve. We are left with two options - give up 
and  let  our  dream  world  collapse  -  or grit our 
teeth and say ‘Nobody and nothing is going to 
stop  me,  I’m  smart  enough  to  achieve  it.’  I 
focus all my thoughts and attention on making 
it happen. I sometimes joke that when the door 
is closed, I sneak in through the window. And 
when I can’t open the window, even a keyhole 
will do.

You  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
managed  to  make  a  tremendous  career. 
What  is  it  like  to  be  a  businesswoman 
abroad?

First of all, we need to remember that 
regardless of who we were in the motherland, 
emigration makes us start all over again. Some 
may find it shocking, I considered it as more of 
a  challenge.  It’s  really  important  to  use  the 
language of the country we’re in, and instead of 
watching  Polish  TV,  start  listening  to  the  local 
news, even if at first we can’t understand 
anything.  After  a  while,  we’ll  see  the  ‘nothing’ 
turn  into  one,  three  words,  sometimes  even  a 
sentence, until we’re able to understand entire 
conversations.  Sometimes,  as  a  woman,  it’s 
easier for me, sometimes I need to put in twice 
as much effort. I’m in the world of men, where 
professionalism always wins. Every project is a 
challenge  for  me,  some  elements  will  always 
repeat,  some will  have  to be created from 
scratch.  So  don’t  be  afraid  to  experiment  and 
see what works for You and what doesn’t.

How to become an interior designer?

It’s very simple, just start moving furniture at 
work!  (laughs)  After  my  arrival  in  the  United 
States, I found a job as a personal assistant in 
a development company and using my artistic 
eye, I started moving everything around. 
That’s  how  my  journey  with  interior  design 
began! I quickly realised, though, that in order 
to approach the topic in a professional manner, 
I need to obtain proper education. That’s why I 
graduated  from  The  University  of  California, 
Los Angeles, in the department of interior 
design. 

What’s  the  difference  between  designing 
a ‘holiday’ apartment for rent and a 
‘standard’ one?

In  both  cases  the  most  important  thing  is  to 
have comfortable beds. Obviously, a king sized 
bed is a must. Let the person who pays for a 
stay in a luxurious apartment get a good 
night’s  sleep.  Remember,  however,  that  it’s 
not  only  comfort  that  counts,  but  also  visual 
experiences.  Velour  looks  really  posh  and  will 
certainly add both character and a cozy 
atmosphere to a design. No wonder, then, that 
velour curtains and upholstered furniture have 
enjoyed great popularity for years. Let’s not be 
afraid to introduce colours to our interiors, our 
guests will certainly appreciate the magic and 
unique atmosphere. Remember that gray, 
fashionable for several seasons now, is a 
neutral colour and should only serve as a 
background, not the dominant colour.

What makes a tourist choose Your 
apartment and not any other?

AN INTERVIEW WITH

You are the founder of MC Designs, a 
company engaged in designing luxurious 
interiors. How did you manage to fulfill your 
dreams of such a successful own business?

Dreams do come true and MC Designs is a proof 
of it. While dreaming we are creating a reality 
that we want; only we, our imagination, do not 
know limits and in our hearts love for something 
new flourishes. When we have a perfect image of 
what we want to achieve we are entering the 
most difficult stage called “execution of our 
plans.” And here there are only problems. We 
only hear from everywhere “You want to do this?” 
“You cannot.” “Relax.” And suddenly something 
we strongly believed in is impossible to 
implement. We have two options—to give up and 
let the created world fall apart or bite the bullet 
and say “Nobody and nothing can stop me; I am 
clever enough to make it happen.” I am 
concentrating all my thoughts and attention on a 
successful outcome. Sometimes I am joking that 
when the door is closed I am getting in through 
the window and when I cannot open the window 
I’m slipping in through a keyhole.

You emigrated to the United States where 
you are incredibly successful. How is it to 
be a businesswoman abroad?

First of all, we have to remember that 
irrespective of who we were in our home country 
as an immigrant we will be forced to start from 
scratch. For many it can be a shock, for me it was 
a challenge. It is very important to master the 
language of a given country and instead of 
watching Polish TV it is imperative to switch to 
listening news in the foreign language even if we 
don’t understand anything. After a while we will 
see how from not understanding “anything” a 
word will emerge, then three, sometimes a 
complete sentence until we will understand the 
entire conversation. Sometimes it is easier for me 
as a woman, in other situations I have to work 
twice as hard. I am mainly dealing with a world of 
men where professionalism always wins. Each 
project is a challenge for me; certain elements 
are always repetitive, some have to be created 
by ourselves. So don’t be scared to try and check 
what’s working and what’s not. 

How do you become an interior designer?

Very simple. Start with rearranging furniture at 
work! (Laughs) After my arrival in the United States I 
found a job as a personal assistant in a developer’s 
company and with my artistic eye I started to 
rearrange everything…That’s how my beautiful 
journey with interior design started! However, I 
quickly understood that to professionally tackle the 
subject I needed education therefore I graduated 
from the University of California in interior design.

What’s the difference between decorating a 
rental “vacation” apartment and a “standard” 
one?

In both cases it is important to have a comfortable 
bed. Of course, a king-size bed is a prerequisite. Let 
the person who is paying for staying in a luxurious 
apartment have a good night’s sleep. We have to 
remember though that not only comfort counts but 
also the visual impression and velour presents itself 
very exclusively and undoubtedly will add not only 
character to any interiors but also a cozy ambiance. 
It’s not surprising that velour drapes and 
upholstered furniture have been in constant demand 
for several years. Don’t be afraid to introduce color 
into our interiors; our guests undoubtedly will 
appreciate its magic and exceptional atmosphere. 
Keep in mind, that grey so popular for several 
seasons, is a neutral color and should be the 
background not a dominating color. 

What is the reason that tourists will just 
choose your apartment?
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We won’t achieve success in one day;

it’s a process and therefore it is important

to celebrate even the smallest achievements…
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Having to choose from dozens or even 
hundreds  of  apartments  in  a  given  area,  a 
tourist would pick the memorable, the 
outstanding one. By introducing unique 
decorative elements, we make the place 
have its own individual character. Self-
adhesive wallpapers with a designer look are 
a  great  choice  here.  Large,  black-and-white 
photographchooses or portraits of famous 
people  will  do,  too.    Every  property  has  its 
strengths and weaknesses, so I always 
encourage potential renters to investigate 
the apartments in detail, as well as to 
familiarise themselves with the area around. 
The best ideas, style and character are born 
where direct communication with our 
surroundings is possible.

What colour is the most popular in 
2021?

We are slowly moving away from white 
kitchens  towards  kitchens  in  the  shades  of 
wood, instead. These are supposed to imitate 
living room furniture and make the available 
space visually bigger, in particular when the 
kitchen  and  the living  room are  adjacent to 
each  other.  In  2021,  it’s  worth  considering 
cherry,  blue,  and  emerald  colours,  and  to 
keep  playing  with  lilac  colours.  Colours  of 
nature, colours that are subdued yet 
intriguing  -  they  all  bring  us  closer  to  the 
natural environment and bridge the gap 
between the external world and what we can 
create ourselves.

You live and work in ‘The City of 
Angels.’ On one hand, You come in 
contact with the best interior designers 
in the world, on the other, with the most 
demanding customers, such as show 
business  celebrities.  How  do  You  find 
Your way in such a crazy world?

Los  Angeles  and  New  York  are  home  to  interior 
designers, that’s where all American interior 
designer magazines are made. It’s a great honour 
for me to be able to work with the best 
professionals in the world, and to create the most 
beautiful  designs.  Nowadays,  a  customer  knows 
exactly  what  they  want,  they  follow  the  news, 
they check, they travel, they learn original ideas 
and how to apply them. Every customer has their 
own idea of a perfect interior, and we, the 
designers, have our own tastes and styles, which 
we try to apply in our projects. In the era of 3D 
graphic  design  anything  is  possible,  but  only  as 
long as it’s on a computer screen - not everything 
is possible to implement in practice. It’s a great 
challenge for a designer to both satisfy a 
customer and to account for safety rules and the 
overall costs of the project.

Do  you  consider  yourself  an  optimist?  How 
much  does  optimism  help  You  in  Your  life, 
both private and professional?

If it’s up to me to decide whether a glass is half 
full or half empty, it’s always half full for me. Isn’t 
it  wonderful  to  start  Your  day  with  a  cup  of 
aromatic  coffee,  a  beautiful  smile,  and  a  lot  of 
positive energy? When it comes to both our 
professional  and  private  life,  it’s  up  to  us  to 
decide whether we want to be insufferable 
grumps, who keep failing at everything and 
blame their failures on others. It’s great that You 
can learn optimism by focusing Your attention on 
little joys. You can’t achieve success overnight - 
it’s  a  process,  that’s  why  it’s  vital  to  celebrate 
even  the  smallest  achievements  and  strengthen 
all that’s good and positive.

You’ve achieved numerous successes in 
Your life. What’s Your recipe for success? 

Let’s learn patience, starting with what is possible 
here  and  now.  Let’s  slowly  climb  the  ladder,  to 
the very top. New things often make us feel fear, 
to which our most reasonable response is flight, 
and  an  automatic  failure.  By  giving  ourselves 
some time, we let our minds get used to the new 
situation and to the new challenges that need to 
be  faced.  Therefore,  when  confronted  with  yet 
another problem, we are more eager to solve it. 
Invest  time  in  acquiring  new  skills.  The  more 
knowledge  and  experience  You  have,  the  easier 
it’ll be to find Your way in the world of business. I 
can often hear people complaining ‘If only I were 
younger…’,  people  who  regret all  the years they 
wasted. Treat those years as an invaluable 
learning time. However, it’s NOW that really 
matters.  Ask yourself what You can do today to 
improve Your situation - and do it. Tomorrow, do 
exactly  the  same  thing.  If  You  ask  yourself  the 
same question every day, You will certainly see a 
multitude of new opportunities gradually open up 
before You.

Thank You for the optimistic conversation!

Having the opportunity to choose from several 
dozen to several hundred apartments in a given 
area a tourist looking at pictures will remember the 
extraordinary one. Introducing extraordinary 
decoration elements renders individual character to 
the space. Designer self-adhesive wallpaper is a 
winner in this case. Also black-and-white big-size 
photography or portraits of celebrities are right on. 
Each property has its pros and cons that’s why I am 
encouraging the person interested in renting to 
observe the apartment in detail and to get 
acquainted with the area. The best ideas, style and 
character come to fruition exactly on site where we 
directly communicate with the environment and 
space.

Which is the most popular color of 2021?

We are slowly withdrawing from a white kitchen and 
instead installing kitchens in shades of wood which 
imitate living-room furniture which optically enlarges 
the space especially with a kitchen opening into the 
living room. In 2021 it is worth to opt for cerise, light 
blue and emerald, also defined as the green jewel, 
and to continue the game with lilac. Colors of 
nature, toned down but intriguing shades, bring us 
closer to the natural environment and join the outer 
world with what we create ourselves. A home which 
is an oasis of peace with a sense of safety and 
harmony, a source of positive energy very needed in 
current times when we stay at home the majority of 
time. 

You permanently reside and work in “The City 
of Angels.” On one hand you are in touch with 
the best interior designers in the world, on the 
other with the most demanding clients like 
show business stars. How do you feel in such a 
crazy world?

Los Angeles and New York are the headquarters of 
interior designers. Here all American interior design 
magazines are created. For me, it’s a big honor to 
work with the best experts in the world and to 
create the most beautiful interiors. In today’s world 
a client perfectly knows what he wants, follows the 
news, checks, travels, and learns original trends 
and their implementation. Each client has his 
perfect idea of an ideal interior and we, the 
designers, have an accomplished taste and style 
which are distinguished in each project.  In the era 
of 3D graphic design everything is possible but only 
on computers and unfortunately not always possible 
to be introduced into reality. It’s a big challenge for 
a designer to, on one hand, satisfy the client but 
also to take into account possibilities, safety 
measures or even costs of implementing the 
project. 

Are you an optimist? How does optimism help 
you in both your private as well as 
professional lives? 

If I decide to see a glass half empty or half full I will 
always see it half full. If I decide to get out of bed 
with my left or right foot I always use my right…Isn’t 
it wonderful to start the day with aromatic coffee, a 
beautiful smile and positive energy? Both in 
professional and private life we decide if we will be 
complaining curmudgeons who don’t succeed in 
anything and blame it on others or take life in our 
hands. It’s fabulous that you can learn optimism 
concentrating your attention on small joys. We 
won’t achieve success in one day; it’s a process and 
therefore it is important to celebrate even the 
smallest achievements strengthening what is good 
and positive. 

You can boast of many successful 
achievements. What is your recipe for 
success?

Let’s learn patience starting with what is possible 
here and now. Slowly climb the rungs to the top. As 
we know, everything new causes fear so most often 
we escape and automatically fail. In the process of 
giving yourself time our mind is growing 
accustomed with the new situation, with new 
challenges to be handled and we are less scared 
seeing problems but more ready and brave to solve 
them. We are investing time to gain new abilities; 
the more knowledge and experience we have the 
better and more confident we are in our business. I 
often hear “If I were younger” and we regret lost 
years. Let’s consider all those years as invaluable 
learning time and only NOW counts. Ask yourself 
what I can still do today to improve my situation 
and do it. And the next day, as well; if you ask 
yourself the same question every day and do a little 
bit more then for sure you will notice that new 
opportunities to act are coming your way and you 
will achieve another success. 

Thank you for the optimistic conversation! 


	Page 1
	Page 2

